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The drivers of academic success for ‘bright’ but 
disadvantaged students: A longitudinal study of 
AS and A-level outcomes in England 
 
This presentation will draw on research funded by The Sutton Trust an independent 

charity in the UK that seeks to promote educational equity and support better 

outcomes for disadvantaged children and young people. It provides a longitudinal 

perspective on equity differences in children’s attainment outcomes across different 

phases of education in England. The research sought to highlight factors that help 

disadvantaged children to succeed as they move through different phases of education, 

not just those that put such children at greater risk of poor outcomes. After identifying 

a group of high attaining disadvantaged children at age 11 it followed this group up to 

age 18 to see whether they continued to experience relative academic success or fall 

behind similarly high attaining but less disadvantaged peers. The overall aim was to 

illuminate the ‘drivers’ of success for disadvantaged children and young people. The 

study provides new evidence to inform approaches to the evaluation of equity in 

education and the development of foci for future interventions. 
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